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Chapter possible f or a Dominion which uses the Irish Free State
__1    procedure to submit to the King action which might
be injurious to British interests. It is clear that the
position of the King in these matters is of peculiar
delicacy. But it is obvious that it is incumbent on his
private secretary to secure that the British G-overn-
ment shall be informed by the Dominion of the pro-
posed action, so that it may be in a position to offer
observations to that Dominion if it thinks it desirable.
If the Dominion, after discussion, persists in desiring
certain action, a grave position might arise, for it
would be very distasteful to the Bang to assent to
Dominion action in the face of the knowledge that the
British Government deprecated the proposed step.1 It
is claimed by Mr. McGilligan that in such a case the
King must act as desired by the Dominion, and it is
clear that, if he refused to do so, a crisis might arise.
On the other hand, the King's position in the United
Kingdom would be seriously affected by assent to action
aimed at imperial interests, such as an Irish Free State
treaty of commerce giving marked preferences to the
detriment of British goods to some foreign power. For
the King to refuse ratification in such a case on the
advice of British ministers would be a negation of the
doctrine of equality, and any action must be taken on
his own responsibility, which again runs counter to
the doctrine that royal action should, save in the most
abnormal conditions, be based on ministerial advice.
The proper mode of resolving such a conflict would
clearly be the advice of the Imperial Conference to the
disputants, but there is no way of compelling any
1 Keith, op, cit. xiii. 255; The Sovereignty of the British Dominions,
pp. xvii, xviii.